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Across India’s tribal regions, a quiet digital change is taking shape. What was once considered
beyond the reach of technology is now becoming a centre of innovation and opportunity.
Connectivity, data, and simple digital tools are opening new doors for tribal farmers. From
Nabarangpur in Odisha to the hills of Arunachal Pradesh and the forests of Bastar, these changes
are helping farmers connect with markets, gain knowledge, and adopt modern farming practices
that support better productivity and income.

Programmes like eNAM, e-Arik, and Digital Agri Villages show how traditional knowledge can
blend with technology to create new pathways for progress. Tribal agriculture, once limited by
remoteness and lack of access, is now being linked to digital platforms that provide information,
transparency, and a fair chance to compete in wider markets. The focus is not on replacing age-
old practices but on strengthening them with timely data and digital access.

eNAM: Fair Prices for Tribal Farmers

For decades, tribal farmers depended on local traders and middlemen who often paid low prices
for their produce. In Nabarangpur, Odisha, the National Agriculture Market (eNAM) has
changed that situation. The online platform allows farmers to sell directly to buyers across India,
discover better prices, and make informed marketing decisions.

By removing middlemen and promoting transparency, eNAM has made it easier for small and
marginal farmers to get fair returns for their crops. Farmers who once sold only within their local
areas can now reach buyers from other states, increasing both their income and confidence. eNAM
is not just a trading platform; it is helping build a digital bridge between remote tribal farms and
the national agricultural economy.

e-Arik: Knowledge at the Doorstep

In the East Siang district of Arunachal Pradesh, the e-Arik initiative has created “Village
Knowledge Centres” that bring agricultural information directly to farmers. Through simple ICT
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kiosks, farmers receive real-time guidance on crop management, pest control, and weather updates.
These centres also help improve computer literacy and provide access to market information.

In one instance, a farmer saved his paddy crop from pest infestation after following advice received
through an e-Arik centre. For many villages where agricultural support and internet access are
limited, these centres serve as a lifeline. They combine local wisdom with scientific knowledge,
helping farmers make timely and confident decisions. The initiative has built trust within
communities and shown how digital services can be practical and people-friendly, even in remote
hilly areas.

Digital Agri Village: Smart Tools for Better Farming

In Bastar, Chhattisgarh, the Digital Agri Village project uses modern technologies such as IoT,
GIS, and artificial intelligence to promote sustainable farming. Farmers receive alerts about soil
conditions, moisture levels, and pest risks, allowing them to plan irrigation, fertilizer use, and crop
protection more effectively.

This project shows how digital tools can enhance traditional farming methods. Farmers who once
depended mainly on their experience and seasonal observation now use real-time data to make
better decisions. The result is improved productivity, reduced losses, and greater resilience to
climatic challenges. Digital Agri Villages are creating a model of precision farming that works
even for small tribal holdings.

Towards an Inclusive Digital Future for Tribal Farmers

All these efforts share a common goal: empowering tribal farmers through digital inclusion. eNAM
connects them with national markets, e-Arik brings knowledge and advice to their doorstep, and
Digital Agri Villages link them with the latest tools for sustainable agriculture.

Digital innovation is helping bridge long-standing gaps in access, infrastructure, and opportunity.
It enables small farmers to earn fair prices, learn new skills, and adapt to changing climatic
conditions. Most importantly, it ensures that tribal communities are not left behind in India’s
agricultural transformation. The integration of local wisdom with digital technology is creating a
new story of progress, where tribal farmers move confidently from traditional fields to smart,
connected villages.



